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                  Human Ser vices Colla bor ativ e Bod y  

S U M M E R  2 0 1 7  Q U A R T E R L Y  N E W S L E T T E R   

How to get      
involved in the 

HSCB! 
Join a workgroup.   

Where do you want 
to make a             

difference? 

 

 Transportation  

 Foster care, 
Adoption, Kinship 
Services 

 Substance Abuse 

 Homelessness 

 Healthy Youth 

 Suicide            
Prevention 

 Hunger 

 Disabled         

Individuals 

 Older Adults 

 Young Children 

 Community Data 

 

Contact  

Anne Rennie:              

arennie@cmhliv.org 

      H U M A N  S E R V I C E S  C O L L A B O R A T I V E  B O D Y  

The Livingston Leadership Council on 

Aging hosted their Third Annual   

Senior Center Luncheon.  This   

luncheon allows the Council to      

connect with our local senior center 

staff/members to discuss current 

trends, identify areas to focus on and 

ways that the centers can collaborate.  

All seven of our local Centers were 

able to attend. 

This year, US Representative Mike 

Bishop joined the luncheon to hear 

from the centers and try to better   

understand the current senior issues.  

He shared some insight on the      

current budget challenges facing  

senior services and also encouraged 

the group to continue to communicate 

these challenges.  Board of Commis-

sioner Dave Domas also attended the luncheon.  

He was appreciative of all the hard work being 

done for seniors by our senior centers and the 

hope that conversations of unmet needs and 

gaps would be shared in a way for the        

Commissioner to help.   

In addition to these esteemed presentations, the 

group heard about 4 programs providing       

services in our community 

 Public Health – SAY Live Ready Program 

 CMH - Senior Reach Program 

 My Community Dental Center  

 AAA1b – Senior in home support services 

For more information about the Council and to 
connect 
with our 
local 
Senior 
Centers, 
contact 
Anne 
Rennie. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
the learner’s goals.                                            
 
The Coalition is supported by Livingston    
County Rotary Clubs, Livingston County        
Libraries, GM Foundation, Work Skills            
Corporation, and Livingston County United 
Way.  Call 810-522-8933 or visit 
www.livingstonliteracy.org to learn more. 
 

What’s New in Livingston? 
The Livingston County Literacy Coalition      
welcomes nine new tutors to its free Adult  
Tutor Program.   
 
The volunteer tutors recently completed the 
12-hour LITSTART adult literacy training in 
reading, writing and English, and stand ready 
to help Livingston County adults who want to 
brush up on their skills.  This free program has 
helped many adults over the last several years 
prepare for GED testing, military exams,       
college entrance, and job promotions.  It offers 
learners professionally-matched tutors, flexible 
schedules, confidentiality, and help based on  

Collaboration Works! 

http://www.livingstonliteracy.org
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P A G E  2  

Legislation to Watch 

There continues to be discus-
sion and uncertainty around the 
future of public mental health 
system.   Last year, under Sec-
tion 298, the Michigan Legisla-
ture directed the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services to develop a set of rec-
ommendations regarding the 
most effective financing model 
and polices for behavioral 
health services in order to im-
prove coordination.   A 
workgroup of over 120 stake-
holders participated over the 
last year and submitted a final 
report with specific recommen-
dations to preserve the public 
system. 
 Despite these recommenda-
tions, There are proposals in 
both the house and senate that 
could impact how the public 
system is designed by creating 
behavioral health pilots where 

the private health plans receive 
the funding directly versus going 
through our current public region-
al system.   There is significant 
concern about the impact this 
could have on individuals that are 
being served currently through the 
public community mental health 
system that acts as the safety net 
provider in the community.     
  

 Senate 234 boilerplate budget 
language outlines behavioral 
health pilots lead by the pri-
vate health plans which would 
then lead to complete privati-
zation of the Medicaid behav-
ioral health system by 2020.   
The pilots and demonstration 
models would be to integrate 
Medicaid behavioral health and 
physical health benefits alt-
hough no specific models have 
been identified.   

 The House budget committee 
passed an amendment that 
called for up to three pilot pro-

jects that use a single con-
tract between the state and 
private HMOs.   

  
We anticipate the House and 
Senate will vote on the final 
FY18 budget sometime in early-
mid June.  
  
Please continue to advo-
cate.  Share with our local legis-
lators some of the impacts these 
budget decisions could have on 
individuals including children 
with mental health, substance 
use and intellectual/
developmental disabilities.  If 
you have any questions about 
our current mental health sys-
tem, please feel free to contact 
Connie Conklin at 
cconklin@cmhliv.org. 

households with incomes 
above the poverty level 
but below the level need-
ed to afford the high cost 
of   living in Livingston    
County.  The financial   
stability of ALICE workers 
depends on local job    
opportunities, cost and 
condition of housing, and 
availability of community 
resources.  The Report 
tells us that, of the 71,000 
households in Livingston 
County, 6% are living at or 
below the Federal Poverty 
Level, with another 21% 
ALICE households 
(14,931), for a combined 
27% (19,197) of      
households living below 
the ALICE Threshold. 

The United Way 2017 ALICE 
Report provides the most 
comprehensive look at      
financial hardship in Michigan 
counties.  The report focuses 
on what has changed in 
Michigan since the first    
United Way ALICE Report 
was published three years 
ago.  It updates the cost of 
basic household expenses, 
delves deeper into the data, 
and highlights emerging 
trends.   
 
“ALICE” is an acronym for 
Asset Limited Income      
Constrained Employed, used 
to describe working      

 
Bottom line, The 2017  AL-
ICE Report confirmed the 
findings of the first  re-
port.  ALICE is not a glitch 
or anomaly.  It is the face of 
our modern       economy.   
 
Livingston County United 
Way and community      
partners will be looking 
deeper into the trends and 
possible solutions that can 
support a quicker path to 
household stability for AL-
ICE families.  Access the full 
report to learn more http://

 
 

  

 

News You Can Use 

More Core 
Competency 
Trainings! 

May 31, 2017 
9am-12noon  
5 Protective 
Factors 
 
June 20, 2017 
10am -12noon 
Navigation, 
Networking 
and  
Collaboration 
 
July 27, 2017 
1-3pm 
Disabilities—
Educational 
and Medical  
 
August 11, 2017 

9am -2pm 
Foster Care 
and Adoption 
 

Mental Health Legislation 

mailto:cconklin@cmhliv.org
http://www.michiganalice.org/


P A G E  3  Q U A R T E R L Y  

 Gathering numbers gets easier with practice 
 We have provided tons of educational events and 

trainings in the county. 
 Sharing what is being done in the county related 

to each focus area is helpful.  Not all are provided 
by our workgroups, but are value added. 

 Communication is critical to advance these efforts 
 Taking risks (like Eviction Diversion is paying off) 
 Secured funding allows workgroups to stretch 

( multi-year United Way Funding and the Hunger 
Council Grant) 

 Some workgroups will be conducting some goal 
planning to better identify the goals they hope to 
achieve. 

 The system helps to keep the proposed efforts on 
our radar.   

 
Thank you to all the peo-
ple who have helped to 
gather this data and con-
tinue to work to quantify 
the efforts the groups are 
making.   

On May 20th, the Livingston County Hunger Council 
held the Happy Healthy Summer Kick-Off.   
 
The Happy Healthy Summer Kick-off was a family 
fun event brought to you by the Livingston County 
Hunger Council and the Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan.  This event marked the official 
start of both The Summer Lunch Bunch Program 
and the Community Gardens Program.  Both provide 
opportunities for families to learn and grow with   
activities, meals, produce and other nutrition.  It also 
allowed us to reveal the new Food Pantry Truck! 
 
The event was jam packed with activities for kids: 
 Bounce houses 
 Plant a veggie – 

sponsored by     
Bordines 

 Face painting 
 Sensory play areas 
 Trampoline   Picture 

booth 
 Crafts 
 And More! 

The HSCB Community Needs Assessment and 
Evaluation Committee has been hard at work 
implementing a new Performance Measurement 
System.  The System is called The Success Indi-
cator Report (SIR).   
 
In order to begin this new data collection sys-
tem, the group decided to do a check in at 6 
months in order to see  
 if the data is able to be gathered—source  
 If the data is measuring what we want 

measured 

 If there are additional indicators that we 
should be gathering 

 
This 6 month review will be a chance to fix/improve 
the tool for the year end numbers. 
 
Some of the important results that we have seen at 
this mid-point were: 

Collaborative Data 

Also fun activities for the whole 
family: 
 Fun, educational stations 
 Read aloud storytelling 
 Detroit Pistons Mascot and  
       Dance Team 
 MSU Extension Smoothie           
      Bike 
 Cleary University’s       
Hospitality Team salad taste 

The event was attended by over 400 people.   Special 
Thank You to the Community Foundation for 
Southeast Michigan for helping the Hunger   
Council to expand and enhance the programs and 
services that are part of the food system in       
Livingston County.  

Livingston Co. Community Celebration 



622 E. Grand River Ave 

Howell, Michigan 

48843 

Phone: 517-586-2039 

Fax: 517-552-2526 

E-mail: arennie@cmhliv.org 

What is the Purpose of the  
Livingston County HSCB? 

The Livingston HSCB started in 1989 and was officially recognized as the coun-

ty Multi-Purpose Collaborative Body by the state and county Board of Commis-

sioners in 1995. Now, referred to as a Community Collaborative by the state, 

the HSCB is comprised of 26 appointed members that work together to coor-

dinate health and human services across systems. The HSCB also: 

 Develops strategies and programs to meet current and future needs 

 Fiscally manages state-funded collaborative initiatives 

 Monitors the effectiveness and efficiency of collaborative projects 

The HSCB does this work through established committees and workgroups 

which have specific goals and objectives to complete. The HSCB and most 

workgroups meet monthly and consist of representatives from public and non-

profit organizations, business, and interested residents of the county. To learn 

about the work of the HSCB, contact Anne Rennie at arennie@cmhliv.org.                

Livingston County Human 

Services Collaborative Body 

Upcoming Events in Livingston 

Ensuring a system of support for 

members of our community.  

 

CAP Kid’s Fair 2017 
Saturday, June 3rd and Sunday June 4th for 10 am– 5 pm.   

Event is being held at the Pinckney’s Art in the Park Festival 
 

Understanding and Responding to Dementia Related Behaviors 
June 5th from 4:30-6 at Be Our Guest—2020 E. Grand River 

 

Livingston County Community Alliance’s 1st Annual Golf Outing 
June 24th at Whispering Pines Course in Pinckney.  8am Registration 

For more information, contact Kaitlin Fink at Kaitlin@livingstoncatholiccharities.org 
 

Marion Township Heritage Days—June 10th and 11th 
See their website for more details—www.mariontownship.com 

 

Summer Lunch Bunch—opens June 13th 
The Salvation Army in coordination with the Hunger council and United Way, will be operating 9 full sites of 

Summer Lunch Bunch starting on June 13th.  For more ifnromation, conatc Liz Welch at 
liz_welch@uscsalvationarmy.org 

 

Howell Chamber of Commerce 33rd Annual Balloonfest—June 23rd - 25th 
See their website for more details—www.michiganchallenge.com 

 

Howell Courtyard Summer Concerts 
Concerts will be on Friday Nights at 7pm starting June 30th 

 

Brighton Kiwanis Mill Pond Concerts 
Concerts will be Sunday Nights at 7pm, starting July 9th.  See www.brightonkiwanis.com for the line-up 

. 

Senior Power Day—August 4th  
Pinckney High School will be the host for the 30th Annual Senior Power Day.  For more information visit  

www.livingstoncoa.org. 
 

United Way’s 16th Annual Day of Caring  - August 16th 
Contact Livingston County United Way for details. 810-494-3000 

 

Backpack and Connect for Kids Event—August 17th 
Kid’s Connect from 5-7 PM and Backpacks from 6-8 PM 

 

 

We are on the web at : 
http://www.co.livingston.mi.us/hscb/  

Like us on  
Facebook 


